
· Ordi11ance·No. -915 

An ordinance updating Title 7 of the Red Lodge City Code to adopt the most recent fire codes 
adopted by the State of Montana, updating fire regulations, and moving the aclopted fire code 
from Title 9 of the Red Lodge City Code to Title 7 of the Red Lodge City Code. 

WHEREAS, the City ofRed Lodge no longer operates an ambulance service as descrU,ed in 
Title 7. of the Red Lodge City Code; 

WHEREAS, the City of Red Lodge now contracts for fire protection services with the Red 
. Lodge Rural Fire District 7 through inter-local agreement and no longer operates its own fire 

department as described by Title 7 of the Red Lodge City Code; 

WHEREAS, the State orMontana has adopted the 2012 Tntemationa1 Fire Code; 

WHEREAS, the City of Red Lodge hereby adopts by reference the 2012 edition.of the 

International Fire Code, regulating and governing the safeguarding of life and property from fire 

and explosion hazards arising from the storage, handling and use of hazardous substances, . 

materials and devices, and from conditions hazardous to life or property in the occupancy of 

. buildings and premises in the City of Red Lodge; providing for the issuance of permits and 

collection of fees therefore; and 

WHEREAS, certain parts of Title 7 of the Red Lodge City Code are duplicated in the new fire 
code. 

Now Therefore, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RED LODGE, MONTANA; 

The following po1iions of the Red Lodge City Code are amended as indicated below; 

Chapter I 

FIRE PREVENTION AND SAFETY ,CODES 

Sections: 

7- 1-1 Fire Prevention and Safety Codes 

7-1-2 Definitions 

7-1-3 Restricted Entry to Public Lands 



7-1-4 Fire Inspections Required 

7-1~5 Permits Required 

7-1-6 Review Required 

'J._,,.1~7 Fire Prevention Fees Authorized 

7-1-8 Firefighters Authorized to Require a Premises to be Evacuated 

7-1-9 Fireworks Prohibited 

7-1-10 Repeal of Prior Fire Prevention and Safety Codes 

7-1-1 Fire Prevention and Safety Codes 

A. The City of Red Lodge adopts and incorporates by reference the International Fire· Code 2012 
Edition (2012 IFC) with the additions and amendments enumerated in this subchapter. Copies of 

the IFC and related materials may be obtained from the International Code Council, 4051 West 

Flossmoor Road, Country Club Hills, IL 60478-5795. A copy of the 2012 IFC shall be 
maintained at the offices of the City of Red Lodge. 

B. If there is any conflict between the IFC and the Montana Code Annotated, the provisions of 

the Montana Code Annotated control. 

C. This rule establishes a minimum fire protection code to be used in conjunction with the 
builcling ,recle. 

D. The building code adopted by the City of Red Lodge controls design and construction. _Ifthere 

is any conflict between the construction standards in the 2012 IFC and construction standards set 

forth in the adopted building code, the provisions of the building code control. 

E. The following 2012 IFC sections are adopted and/or modified as shown: 

i. 101.1 - Insert: [City of Red Lodge, Montana] 

ii. 105.6 - Required operational permits is modified to include only the following: 

a. 105 .6.2 Amusement Buildings 

b. 105.6.8 Compressed Gases 

c. lOS.6.14 Exp1osives 



d. 105.6.20 Hazardous materials 

· e. ·105.6.27 LP-gas 

f:. 105.6.30 Open burning 

iii. lQ 5: 7 Requ1recl ·oon-s-trnction ,permits ,is aclopted with t-he fellowing ·excl1:1sions: 

a. 105.7.16 Temporary m:embtane structures and tents 

iv. 109.3 - Insert: [Misdemeanor, $500.00, 6 months] 

v. 111.4 - Ii1sert: [not less than $100 or more than $500] 

vi. 5-Qo.1 Where required -is adopted, wit-ht-he following added, ':or when any ,of the f@Uewing 
conditions exist: 

a._ An automatic sprinkler system is _installed 

b. An elevatoris in use 

.c. An automatic ;£1,re .aJ.arm systemis ,instaUea" · 

vii. 903.6 ~ Existing Buildings - is not adopted. 

viii. 906.1 Portable Fire Extinguishers - (1) Exception - is not adopted. 

ix. 907.6.5. Monitoring is adopted with the following changes: "Fire alarm systems required by 

this chapter or by the adopted building code shall be monitored by a supervising station approved 
by the fire code official. When required by the Fire Code Official, non-required fire aTarm 
systems shall be monitored by an approved supervising station." 

x. Appendix B is adopted 

xi. Appendix C is adopted 

x-ii. Appendix D-i-s adopted 

xiii. Appendix I is adopted 

7-1-2 Definitions 

A. Authority Having Jurisdiction - the City of Red Lodge Fire Department, its designee, or any . 

other fire department that is contracted for fire prevention services by the City of Red Lodge: 

B. Corporation Counsel - the City Attorney for the City of Red Lodge 



C. Fire Chief- the chief officerof the fire department servicing the jurisdiction, or a duly 

authorized representative. 

D. Fire Code Official- the fire chief or other designated authority charged with the 

administration and enforcement of the code, or a duly authorized representative. 

E. Fire Department - the City ofRed Lodge Fire Department, its designee, or any other fire 
- - - - . - ·-· --- - - -- - ·- -~- . -- --

department tp.at is contracted for fire protection services by the City of Red Lodge. 

F. Firefighter - any member of the· fire department servicing the-jurisdiction. 

G. Jurisdiction - the City of Red Lodge and all areas, within the incorporated city limits. 

H. Fi11ework-s- An.,y -c0mblil,sti,hl:e ,or -exp,1osi¥e ,c0mp0-&i,ti0FH)r -a:n;r s-ah>stooce, -0ombinatioo,,0f 

substance, or audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration, or detonation and includes 

sky rockets, roman candles, daygo bombs, blank cartridges, toy cannons, toy canes, or toy guns . 

in which explosives other than toy paper caps are used, the type of balloon which require fire 

und~meath to propel them; firecrackers, torpedoes, sparklers or other fireworks -of like 

construction, any fireworks containing any explosive or flammable compound, or any tablets or 

·e-ther ·de-v-iee-·containing-any expl0sive~·ubstanee. _ .. 

7-1-3 Restricted Entry to Public Lands - The Fire Chief is authorized to determine and publicly 

announce when public lands shall be closed to entry due to fire hazard or other danger to public 
safety, and when such areas shall again be opened to entry. 

7-1-4 Fire Inspections Required - All schools, businesses, public buildings, and places of 
assembly shall be inspected b_y the fire department at a time interval set by the fire department 

having jurisdiction. At the discretion of the fire code official, type R-3, Band M occupancies 
may participate in a self-inspection program. Inspections shall be categorized as the following: 

A. Minimum Inspection - All business and or commercial buildings of less than2000 square feet 

with occupancy of fewer than 50 people unless otherwise specified in this section. 

B. G-enera:l 111speetion - Short term Tesiclentialheme Tental-s, -bu-sinesses ancl ·er ,bui-ltlin:gs ·of less 
than 5000 square feet, as well as any building or business not otherwise specified. 

C. Assembly Occupancy - All businesses and or buildings with a occupancy of more than 75 
people as well as all public assembly buildings, restaurants, hotels and motels and buildings 

larger than 5000 square feet. 

D. Hazardous Occupancy - All businesses and or buildings defined as Bigh Razard by the 
adopted building code. 

7-1-5 Permits Required. Any property owner or authorized agent who intends to
conduct an operation or business, or install or modify systems and equipment which is 



regulated by the 2012 IFC or this chapter shall first make application to the fire code 
official and obtain the required permit. Permits shall be categorized as the following: 

A. Operational Permits- Where specified in the 2012 IFC as adopted in this . 
chapter, operational permits shall be required. 

B. Construction Permlts- Where specified'in the 2012 IFC as adopted 'in th:is en.apter, 
construction permits shall be required. 

7-1-6 Review Required-A review by the Fire Department is required for all new developments 

and conditional use permits where such development or permit requires fire protection design · 
features re_gulated by the 2012 IFC as adopted in this chapter. 

7-1-7 Fire Prevention Fees Authorized - The City of Red Lodge hereby requires fees for fire 
related permits, addressing, review, and for inspections required in this chapter. Fees shall be 

collected by the Fire Department. All fees shall be due ·and payable at the time the permit is 

granted or the inspection or review is performed. Failure to pay for fees within the time period 

specified, shall render such permit, review or inspection null and void. The following Fire 
Preventiw Fees ·apply to this t:hapterarrd shall be set by resoiutinn: 

A. Permit Fees - There shall be fees for the issuance of operational and construction permits. 

B. Addressing Fees - There shall be a fee for the·issuance·of an official address .. 

C. Review Fees - There shall be a Fire Department review fee for all reviews of new 

developments and conditional use permits required by zoriing regulations. Review fees shall 

include site inspection for verification of compliance. 

D. Inspection Fees - There shall be fees for Fire Department inspections. 

E. Standard Hourly Fee - There shall be a standard hourly fee, with a one-hour minimum, 

charged in half hour increments for all inspection and plan review work unless there is a set fee 
outlined in this ordinance. All inspections, reviews and consultations shall be charged this 
standard hourly fee, unless otherwise specified. 

7-1-8 Firefighters Authorized to Cause a Premises to be Evacuated - If, in the opinion of a 

firefighter enforcing this code, a condition exists in or near an occupied structure, or in an 
outside assembly area, that poses a significant risk to the life safety of the occupants, the . 

firefighter may require the premises or a portion of the premises to be immediately .vacated until 
such time as the condition or situation can be corrected. 

7-1-9 Fireworks Prohibited - It shall be unlawful for any person to display, sell, possess, expose 
for sale, use or explode any fireworks as herein defined within City Limits. 



7-l-,l O Repeal of Prior Fire Prevention and Safety Codes - By the .adoption of this .chapter, 

Ordinance 891 (2-22-2011) adopting Title-9:Chapter3 of the City of Red LodgeJ]ode(Fire 

prevention and Safety Codes) is hereby repealed. 

Be it ordained by the Council members of the City of Red Lodge . 

. First reading by the Council on the 241
1i day of March 2015. 

Second readmg by the Council on the 14th day of April 2015. 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY NO LESS THAN FOUR MEMBERS OF THE RED LODGE 
CITY COUNCIL THIS 14th DAY OF APRIL 2015. . . 

By: .----'---'--a-· --=--=--~~~~-· . ,. '----. -

Ed Williams, Mayor 

Attest: 
Loni Hanson, City Clerk 


